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Ambassador Meets Speaker of the 

Senate 

 

Photo credit: Office of the Hon. Noel Kinsella Speaker of Senate 

Ambassador Birtukan Ayano Dadi, Ambassador 

Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Federal 

Democratic Republic of Ethiopia to Canada met 

and held discussions with Honourable Noel 

A.Kinsella, Speaker of the Senate of the Canadian 

parliament on May 27, 2014 at his office on 

Parliament Hill. 

On the occasion, H.E. Ambassador Birtukan and 

the Honourable Speaker had the opportunity to 

discuss the longstanding relation and friendship 

that the peoples and governments of Ethiopia and 

Canada enjoy and exchanged views on ways to 

further enhance the relationship. 

The Honourable Noel Kinsella pointed out that 

parliament to parliament relations could be further 

strengthened through exchange of visits and 

capacity building programs. He further noted that 

Ethiopia could particularly benefit from Canadian 

expertise in the fields of education.  

H. E. Ambassador Birtukan remarked that 

Ethiopia has made poverty reduction and 

sustainable development the core of its economic 

growth policy and pointed out that she would 

work to improve relations between the two 

parliaments as well as ties between the 

educational institutions of the two countries. 

Nation Celebrates May 28 Victory Day  

The 23rd anniversary of the May 28 celebration of 

the overthrow of the military regime of the Derg 

was held at Addis Ababa Stadium on May 28 in 

the presence of Prime Minister Hailemariam 

Desalegn, high-level government officials, 

members of the private sector and thousands of 

residents of Addis Ababa and its surroundings. 

The Prime Minister noted that May 28 is a day 

that ensured the equality of all nations, 

nationalities and peoples and the establishment of 

a democratic order in Ethiopia. In the past twenty 

three years, he said, Ethiopia had proved that it 

has high hopes to realize its dreams of a 

Renaissance by ensuring full observance of basic 



political and democratic rights and good 

governance.  

One important achievement, Prime Minister 

Hailemariam noted, was the increase of annual 

food production, 50 million quintals two decades 

ago, to over 250 million quintals. This, he said, 

enabled Ethiopia to be food self-sufficient, and it 

was one of the results of May 28.  In a remarkable 

change, Ethiopian subsistence farmers and the 

country which had known famine and destitution 

in the past were now able to deliver excess 

products to market. Farmers once dependent upon 

irregular rains could now produce two or more 

crops a year through irrigation. The renaissance of 

rural Ethiopia, the Prime Minister said, had started 

in earnest. At the same time, he noted the 

Government and people of Ethiopia still needed to 

go a long way to meet the goals set in the 

GTP. Further massive works were being carried 

out to expand access to drinking water, electricity, 

roads and telecom services. Equally, the attention 

given to the private sector enabled Ethiopia to 

become one of the foremost investment 

destinations in the world. Prime Minister 

Hailemariam thanked the police and Ethiopian 

defense forces for their efforts in thwarting 

attempts by anti-peace elements to impede 

Ethiopia’s development march. He underlined the 

Government’s commitment to make next year’s 

national elections free, fair and peaceful. The 

Minister of Government Communication Affairs, 

Redwan Hussien, said Ethiopia had become one 

of the fast growing economies in the world, 

despite the fact it had been below the level of 

poverty twenty three years ago. He said that 

celebrating the 23rd anniversary of May 28, 

Victory Day, “we have to renew our promise to 

ensure the sustainability of the development of the 

country and realize good governance”. On the 

occasion, the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary 

Democratic Front called on the public to work 

jointly to further deepen the successes attained 

during the past 23 years and fully realize 

Ethiopia’s renaissance. It underlined that the 

victory of May 28 was a historic day for Nations, 

Nationalities and People’s of Ethiopia who had 

suffered for so long at the hands of a ruthless and 

dictatorial regime. The leaders of Algeria, 

Bulgaria, China, Cuba and Egypt were among 

those who sent congratulatory messages. US 

Secretary of State John Kerry sent best wishes on 

behalf of the government and the people of the 

United States, noting the US commitment to 

promoting Ethiopia’s economic growth and 

development, democratic governance and respect 

for human rights, and peace and security in the 

region. 

 



Ethiopians, Ethio-Canadians  Celebrate 
Ginbot 20 Victory Day in Toronto, 
Ottawa, Edmonton 

Members of Ethiopian Community residing in 
Toronto and Ottawa city celebrated 23rd “Ginbot 
20” victory day on June 1 and 8,2014 
respectively, in the presence of H.E. Birtukan 
Ayano, Ambassador Extraordinary & 
Plenipotentiary of the Federal Democratic 
Republic of Ethiopia to Canada. 
 

Ginbot 20 Celebration, Ottawa 

 
Ginbot 20 Celebration, Ottawa 

 On both occasions, discussions were  held 

reflecting  the gains registered in political and 

civil rights,economy and social services,  by 

nations, nationalities and peoples of Ethiopia over 

last two decades.  

 

 
Ginbot 20 Celebration, Edmonton 

H.E Ambassador Birtukan Ayano, in her speech 

congratulated the participants for their 

contribution to the successes achieved over the 

last two decades in economic, social services and 

infrastructure development and called for robust 

engagement in the implementation of  mega 

projects under construction including Grand 

Ethiopian Rennaisance Dam(GERD), railway 

networks, road,education and health facilities by 

joining hands with government and people of 

Ethiopia back home. 

 



 
Panel Discussion, Toronto 

Similarly the Ethiopian Somali community 
residing in Edmonton celebrated 23rd “Ginbot 20” 
victory day by organizing a colorful event. 
Preparations are also underway to mark the event 
in other Canadian cities. 
 
Participants took  the opportunity to renew their 
commitment in unison to carry out the on-going 
massive development by dedicating all resources 
to bring about national economic transformation. 
 
 

 
Participants, Ottawa 

 
Ginbot 20 Celebration, Ottawa 

US Secretary of State, John Kerry, 
visited Ethiopia 

 
The US Secretary of State, John Kerry was in 
Addis Ababa on April 30 on the first leg of a trip 
to Ethiopia, South Sudan, the Democratic 
Republic of Congo and Angola. He was leading a 
delegation that included the US Assistant 
Secretary for African Affairs, Linda Thomas-
Greenfield, the Special Envoy for the Great Lakes 
and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Russell Feingold, the Special Envoy to Sudan and 
South Sudan, Ambassador Donald Booth, and the 



Ambassador-at-Large for Global Women's Issue 
Catherine Russell.  In addition to his bilateral 
discussions, Secretary Kerry was leading the US 
delegation to the 4th High-Level US-AU dialogue 
meeting to discuss security issues in sub-Saharan 
Africa, the promotion of trade, investment and 
development partnerships, and the President’s 
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR). The 
main focus of Secretary Kerry’s trip, to Ethiopia, 
South Sudan, Congo and Angola, are at peace and 
security issues, but arrangements for the first 
U.S.-Africa leaders' summit, in August, is also on 
the agenda as is the situation in South Sudan.  
 
Ethiopia’s Foreign Minister, Dr. Tedros 
Adhanom, Kenya’s Cabinet Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs, Ambassador Amina Mohamed and 
Uganda’s Foreign Minister, Sam Kutesa, met with 
Secretary Kerry. Their discussion focused on the 
ongoing crisis in South Sudan and on ways to stop 
the violence claiming the lives of thousands of 
innocent civilians. Dr Tedros said IGAD 
appreciated the continued support of the US 
Secretary of State and through him by the US 
Government for their continued support to the 
regional peace efforts to resolve the crisis in South 
Sudan.  He said “the frequent phone calls and 
active support of Secretary Kerry was indeed 
important”. He expressed his hope that this would 
continue until the problem reaches a solution.  
Senator Kerry praised the leadership of the region 
and the efforts and commitment it had shown in 
the search for peace in South Sudan.  
Secretary Kerry also met with Prime Minister 
Hailemariam Desalegn. The Secretary of State 
expressed his admiration for Ethiopia’s 
outstanding efforts to bring peace and stability in 
the Horn of Africa, in particular in Somalia and 

South Sudan. The two sides underlined their 
desire and interest to further strengthen bilateral 
relations in the areas of trade investment and the 
economy.  

 

Ethiopia to Lead African Aviation 
Academy 

The International Civil Aviation Organization has 
chosen Ethiopia to lead the African Aviation 
Academy, which will be established in the future. 

After visiting the Ethiopian Airlines and Civil 
Aviation Authority, Secretary General of the 
Organization, Raymond Benjamin said the 
organization made the decision considering the strong 
aviation industry and the country's leading role in the 
continent in this regard. 

He requested for Ethiopia's assistance in 
supporting countries in the region in ensuring 
flight safety using its advanced technologies and 
strong capacity. 

The development of the aviation industry of the 
country can be exemplary to other countries in the 
continent and displayed the commitment of the 
government, he said. 

Ethiopian Transport State Minister Getachew 
Mengiste on his part thanked the Organization for 
recognizing the aviation industry growth in the 
country. 

Ethiopia will work in close collaboration with the 
International Civil Aviation Organization to 
further boost the industry, he added. 

 



Ethiopia, China Premiers Inaugurate 
Addis-Adama Expressway 

 

Prime Minister Hailemariam  Desalegn and his 
Chinese counterpart Li Keqiang inaugurated  

Ethiopia’s first expressway connecting Addis 
Ababa to the city of Adama in Oromia region.The 
84.7 km long and 31 meter wide expressway is the 
first toll road in the country and will prove vital in 
alleviating some of the transportation malaise in 
one of the nation’s busiest routes.  
As part of the route to the port of Djibouti, the six-
lane road will also play a key role in fostering the 
import and export business.  

Built by the China Communications and 
Constructions Company under the consultancy of 
Beijing Expressway, the road took 11.2 billion 
Birr and four years to complete. The bulk of the 
project fund (57 percent) is a loan from the EXIM 
bank of China.   

“This is a practical example, that the China-
Ethiopia relation is built on a strong foundation,” 
Prime Minister Hailemariam said during the 
inauguration, which was attended by senior 
government officials from both countries. 

During the visit the Chinese PM Li Keqiang also 
visited several construction projects being 
undertaken by Chinese contractors. At the 
inauguration ceremony, Li said he has witnessed 

how Ethiopia is transforming itself with various 
infrastructure projects. 

Ethiopia Pleased with First Credit 
Rating  

 

 The Ministry of Finance and Economic 
Development (MoFED) expressed its pleasure 
with a first sovereign credit rating by three leading 
global rating agencies, Fitch and Standard & 
Poor’s (S&P) assigned Ethiopia a long-term 
foreign and local currency Issuer Default Debt 
Rating (IDR) of ‘B’ with an outlook of stable. 
And Moody’s followed up giving the country a 
higher rating of a “B1” (B+). 

The ratings will open the door for the Ethiopian 
government to diversify its sources of finance and 
highlights the country’s overall transformation 
aided by a double-digit economic growth over the 
past decade.“We are proud and very pleased with 
the first ratings and it testifies to the tangible 
transformation of the country,” Sofian Ahmed, 
Minister of MoFED, said  at a press conference. 

“This shows that our economic model is bearing 
results and we are on the right track of growth and 
renaissance of the country,” Sofian added.The 
rating paves the way for the government to issue 
international bonds and also attract more flow of 
foreign direct investment into Ethiopia. 



The rating agencies evaluated various aspects of 
the country’s economy for the past six months and 
their ratings will be reviewed annually. The rating 
agencies highlighted a record of strong economic 
growth and reduction of poverty with bright 
prospect. 

The agencies hailed the country in reducing 
poverty, expansion of infrastructure, internal 
stability coupled with a role in bringing about 
regional peace as well as a healthy external debt, 
the minister said. 

Sofian said the rating paints a positive outlook of 
the economy of Ethiopia, a country associated 
with poverty and hunger for long, for potential 
investors.“We believe the report provides 
investors who wish to invest in Ethiopia with 
factual and accurate information about the 
country,” Sofian said. 

Sofian highlighted the importance of continued 
public investment in infrastructure development, 
such as roads, railways and hydro-power projects 
which is driving the economy as well as 
contributing to the growth of the private sector. 

However, the minister said more needs to be done 
to improve the efficiency of government agencies, 
build institutional capacities and improve quality 
of infrastructures.The government expects the 
economy to continue to grow fast and one of the 
rating agencies - Fitch has predicted growth of 
around nine percent this year, lower than the 
government’s target. 

Following its ratings, Fitch has published a full 
rating report and a special report entitled 
'Ethiopia: Rapid Progress, Strong Potential' 
analyzing the country's strengths and weakness 
compared with its rating category, based on the 
analysis of the four key elements in Fitch's 
sovereign rating criteria: structural features, 

macroeconomic performance, public finances and 
external finances.  

 Ethiopia Top in Economic Growth: 
Report 

 

The fast and consecutive economic development 
Ethiopia has been registered over the past five 
years put Ethiopia on top, the 2014 Economic 
Report on Africa released on May 13/2014 said  . 

The yearly report issued by the UN Economic 
Commission for Africa says that Ethiopia has 
achieved a 9.4 percent growth over the past five 
consecutive years in average, and this puts the 
country on top. 

Expansion in services and construction, 
aggressive public spending on infrastructure and 
public services, and increasing agricultural 
production associated with rising domestic 
demand contributed to the growth. 

 

 

 



 

Business and Economy 
Ethiopian Receives 7th Boeing 787 
Dreamliner Named Walia Ibex 

Ethiopian Airlines, the fastest growing and most 

profitable African airline, is pleased to announce 

that it took delivery of its 7th Boeing 787 Dream 

liner on 20 May 2014. 

 

The Ethiopian was the first in the world outside 

Japan to receive B787 in August 2012. Ethiopian 

will take delivery of further 3 Boeing 787s in 

2014. 

Ethiopian B787s can be enjoyed on routes to 

Africa, Brazil, Europe, the U.S., Canada and 

China. 

\Ethiopian Group CEO Tewolde Gebremariam 

said, "As Africa’s flagship carrier, Ethiopian has  

always been and remains an aviation technology 

leader in the continent by availing the most 

advanced aircraft to its esteemed customers. 

We currently have the youngest fleet in Africa 

with an average age of 7 years. In line with our 15 

year strategic roadmap of fast, profitable and 

sustainable growth, Vision 2025, we will continue 

to expand and modernize our fleet in order to 

continue to provide maximum comfort to our 

customers." 

Ethiopian is a global Pan-African carrier currently 

serving 80 international destinations across 5 

continents with over 200 daily flights. 

 

Ethiopia, China Establish Textile Industrial 

Zone in Addis Ababa 

The Ethiopian government is collaborating with a 

Chinese company, Zhejiang Jinda Flax Llc, to 

establish a textile industrial zone in Addis Ababa. 

The Ethiopian Ministry of Industry and the 

Chinese textile company had signed a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for the 

industrial zone, designated for textile factories in 

the Bole District in Addis Ababa. 

Available data shows that Ethiopia is home to 

over 230 textile and garment industries with 20 

training institutes, employing about 37 per cent of 

the country’s public sector work force. 

The two parties had agreed to work jointly for the 

establishment, development and construction of 

the coming Kingdom Linen Textile Industrial 

Zone in Ethiopia. 

Zhejiang Jinda is a subsidiary of Chinese 

Kingdom Holdings Limited and produces textile 

decorative fabrics such as weave fabrics, yarn 

decorated fabrics and calico (not fully processed 

fabrics) printing fabrics which are widely applied 

to clothing sofas, curtains and bed appliances. 

  



PM Inaugurates ‘ALLE’ Wholesale Store in 
Addis 

 

Prime Minister Hailemariam Desalegn 
inaugurated Ethiopia’s modern cash-and-carry 
wholesale enterprise on May 27 with the opening 
of its store in Addis Ababa. Alle (also known as 
Ethiopian Trading Enterprise) is a state-owned 
and privately managed business enterprise which 
aims to supply food and other consumer goods at 
a competitive price from nationwide cash and 
carry stores. 

In his inaugural speech, Prime Minister 
Hailemariam said the enterprise is part of the 
government’s trade system reform that seeks to 
create competitive and market oriented business 
environment in Ethiopia. 

The wholesale market in Ethiopia has been 
dominated by few powerful suppliers and Alle’s 
introduction is expected to spur more competition 
into the market and ultimately bring prices down 
passed on to retailers. 

“In the past, consumers were left without options 
and were forced to accept price inflation due to 
the unfair business ties between these few 
suppliers,” Hailemariam said. “We hope the 
private sector will draw lessons from [Alle’s] 
unique business model.” 

Fully stocked with local and, internationally 
sourced products, the store’s wide spectrums of 
customers include kiosks, supermarkets, hotels, 
restaurants and cafes. 

 In February 2013, the government of Ethiopia 
awarded the American consulting firm A.T. 
Kearney a two and-half-years management 
contract. A board chaired by Neway Gebreab, 
chief economic advisor to the Prime Minister, will 
oversee the operations of the enterprise, which is 
accountable to the MoT. 

Ethiopian and A.T. Kearney officials say the new 
cash-and-carry would be run as a private business, 
with some Ethiopians returning from the large 
diaspora to join the management team. The 
assortment of products is also expected to expand 
with the inclusion of vegetable items that require 
refrigeration.   

Government Plans to Expand Electricity 
Access to 75% by 2015 

Ministry of Water, Irrigation and Energy 
(MoWIE) announced by the year 2015 it plans to 
expand access to electricity from the present 51 
percent to 75 percent of Ethiopia’s population. 
The move by the government will promote and 
support the development and expansion of social 
service as well as income generating activities in 
rural parts of the country, according to 
The Ethiopian Herald. 

During the opening of a two day National 
Workshop, State Minister Kebede Gerba, 
commented the development of large 
scale hydropower projects is being done with 
assessments of environmental and social impacts 
of the projects. 



Kebede also said developing small and micro 
hydropower has gained the attention of the 
government since they are suitable and 
economical in electrifying remote rural areas. In 
addition to this, they are helpful to establish Agra 
processing plants and productive activities in rural 
parts of the country. 

He further noted since 2005 the country has 
shown great progress in the power sector by 
implementing the Universal Electricity Access 
Program via grid expansion. In particular, he 
lauded the success of the program with the supply 
of electricity to households of rural towns, 
villages and social service centers.In addition to 
this, Kebede stated the government has 
established Off-grid Rural Electrification Fund in 
order to harmonize the efforts of grid expansion 
by involving the private sector and cooperatives.  

Tourism and Culture 
Ethiopia’s Lalibela among 19 World’s 
Most Stunning Sacred Places  

 

It has been over 800 years since Emperor Lalibela 
of Ethiopia oversaw the construction of the world-
famous monolithic rock churches that bear his 
name, but to this day the buildings’ unique 

architecture continues to inspire awe far beyond 
the country’s borders. 

In a recent article entitled The 19 Most Stunning 
Sacred Places Around the World, the Huffington 
Post highlights Lalibela as one of the globe’s 
jaws-dropping and revered places to visit – a list 
that also includes the Saint-Michel d’Aiguilhe 
Chapel in France, the Golden Pagoda in Myanmar 
(Burma) perched above the former capital 
Rangoon, as well as the flower-shaped Lotus 
Temple in India. 

Lalibela was built in the late 12th and early 13th 
Century and legend has it that it stands as a 
symbolic representation of old Jerusalem that had 
fallen into the hands of the Muslim leader Saladin 
in autumn of 1187. 

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) declared 
Lalibela a World Heritage Site in 1978 stating 
“Lalibela is a high place of Ethiopian Christianity, 
still today a place of devotion.” 

The Huffington Post focuses on Bete Giyorgis 
(House of St. George), the most photographed of 
Lalibela’s 11 churches. “Bete Giyorgis is a 12th-
century church carved directly into the rock 
around Lalibela, Ethiopia,” the publication notes. 
“Bete Giyorgis, though, is just the most famous of 
11 churches carved into the bedrock originally 
designed to emulate Jerusalem. Travelers can 
explore this most unique of holy sites via winding 
tunnels and passageways dozens of feet below 
surface level.” 

UNESCO adds: “The King of Lalibela set out to 
build a symbol of the holy land, when pilgrimages 
to it were rendered impossible by the historical 
situation. In the Church of Bete Golgotha, are 
replicas of the tomb of Christ, and of Adam, and 
the crib of the Nativity. 



The holy city of Lalibela became a substitute for 
the holy places of Jerusalem and Bethlehem, and 
as such has had considerable influence on 
Ethiopian Christianity. The Jerusalem theme is 
important. The rock churches, although connected 
to one another by maze-like tunnels, are 
physically separated by a small river which the 

Ethiopians named the Jordan. Churches on one 
side of the Jordan represent the earthly Jerusalem; 
whereas those on the other side represent the 
heavenly Jerusalem, the city of jewels and golden 
sidewalks alluded to in the Bible.” (Tadias 
Magazine) 

 

Number of International Tourists Rising 
in Ethiopia 

 

 The number of foreign tourists visiting Ethiopia 
has been increasing by 12 percent yearly since 
1991, Ministry of Culture and Tourism said. 
According to the  ministry’s Public and 
International Relations Director, Awoke Tenaw 
the number of international tourists visiting 
Ethiopia has been rising 12-13 percents yearly 
since 1991 and the revenue from tourism up to 30 
percent.In 1990/91 number of tourists visited 
Ethiopia was 80 thousand with revenue of 38 
million Birr.But this Ethiopian calendar year  of 

last 9 months 510 thousand tourists visited the 
country, and the revenue generated from it was 
about 1.5 billion USD or 30 billion Birr. 

The peace, the expansion  of infrastructure, hotels 
and other services , the increase of the number of 
tour operators , and the development of the 
country in general have contributed to the rise in 
the number of  the international tourists every year 
in Ethiopia ,said the director. (ENA) 

 

 

The historic walled city of Harar in eastern Ethiopia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



INVITATION TO BID 

FOR THE TOTAL ACQUISITION OF 
GOVERNMENT OWNED PUBLIC 

ENTERPRISES 

Bid Notice No. 005/2014 

I. The Government of the Federal 
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia 
currently owns 100% equity of the 
following businesses. 

II. The Government intends to sell 100% 
ownership of these Enterprises and 
Share Company to an investor or a 
group of investors ready and capable of 
operating and developing them. 

III. The Privatization and Public Enterprises 
Supervising Agency (PPESA), pursuant to 
the powers and duties vested in it by 
Article 6 of Proclamation No. 412/2004, 
hereby, invites all prospective investors to 
submit bids for the total acquisition of one 
or more of the following. 

1. Ethiopian Mineral Development Share 
Company ........................ Addis Ababa 

2. Bahirdar Textile Share Company 
.................................................. Bahirdar 

3. Combolcha Textile Share Company 
.............................................. Combolcha 

4. Agricultural Mechanization Service 
enterprise ............................ Addis Ababa 

5. Transport Construction design Share 
Company .......................... Addis Ababa 

6. Bilito Siraro Agricultural Farm 
..................................................... Hawassa 

7. Ethiopian Fiber Products Enterprise's 
Warehouse ...................... Addis Ababa 

 

IV. The Bid Documents will be available in 
Room No. 4-01 of the Privatization and 
Public Enterprises Supervising Agency, 
Bole Road, Yeshi Gebeyehu Building, (in 
front of Bole Printing Enterprise) 4th floor 
starting from May 23,2014. 

V. Interested bidders can obtain documents 
during working hours upon payment of 
non-refundable Birr 300.00 or the 
equivalent in U.S. dollars for each set of 
document. 

VI. Bidders shall submit bid bond in 
accordance with the Instructions to 
Bidders. 

VII. Bids shall be submitted in wax-sealed 
envelopes on or before July 22, 2014 at 
3:00 P.M. local time. 

VIII. The bids shall be opened on July 22, 2014 
at 3:15 P.M in Room No. 406 at the same 
address. 

IX. The Agency reserves the right to accept or 
reject bids partially or totally. 

 

 

Privatization and Public Enterprises Supervising 
Agency - Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  

Tel:- 011 5 57 24 76/ 011 5 57 24 89/ 09 10 90 03 
15/ 0911 44 05 97 
P.O.Box 11835 
Bole Road, Yeshi Gebeyehu Building 4th floor, 
room No. 406 
Bid Notice No. 005/2014 Bid for ..........Enterprise 

For more information, please contact 
the Embassy’s Trade and Investment 
Section : Tel 613-565-6637 ext.25 

 

 


